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What Can We Learn By Comparing Teacher Training
in Japan and England?

Andrew Obermeier, Mitsuharu Mizuyama, Kaoru Nishii ,Tadayuki Murakami,

Bulletin of Kyoto Univ. of Education 2016, No.129, pp.79-92.

This research project was begun by two professors, one British and one Japanese. The
Japanese professor works at Kyoto University of Education. The British professor works at
Oxford Brookes University. They both work to train university students to become elementary,
junior high, and high school teachers. Both professors are interested in guiding teachers how to
independently improve their teaching for the rest of their lives. To do this, it’s important for
young teachers to develop their own teaching minds and teaching hearts by investigating their
own lessons. Reflective practice 1s a process that teaching professionals use to do this. By
focussing on the differences between teacher training in England and Japan, these professors
began to investigate the process of guiding the development reflective practice as a research
project.

In order to better understand their different teacher training systems, the professors formed
research teams in Kyoto and Oxford and visited each other’s universities to compare the two
systems and to observe practice teaching. In the first year of the project, a team of 6 researchers
from Kyoto visited Oxford Brookes University. In the second year, 3 researchers from Oxford
made a similar research visit to Kyoto. Now, the project has continued for 5 years. Kyoto teams
have visited Oxford 4 times and Oxford teams have visited Kyoto twice. This research has shown
that these two systems are especially different in two ways. First, while the number of teacher
trainees who practice teaching in a classroom is only 1 in Oxford, in Kyoto there are usually from
3 to 8 teacher trainees in one class. In other words, in Oxford, teacher training is done on an
individual basis but in Kyoto it’s done as a group. Second, while teacher trainees in Oxford teach
over 100 full days during 3 years for their practice teaching, teacher trainees in Kyoto spend only
about 5 weeks during 1 year, teaching only a few classes during that period.

Despite these differences, both universities develop great teachers by guiding them to reflect

on their lessons. Investigating the differences has been valuable for both the Kyoto and Oxford
research teams.
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