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Teaching is inherently* complex. Teachers need to navigate the complexity of the
often unpredictable and sometimes chaotic realities of classrooms, where students have
diverse needs and abilities, resources are limited, time is constrained, and numerous
day-to-day challenges arise. They need a deep understanding of both content and
pedagogical® strategies informed by research, but also adaptability, creativity, and
responsiveness. Teaching is a science, but so too an art and craft. (F#§)

The report examines five teaching goals to high quality teaching and 20 practices

that teachers draw upon to achieve them. (H8)

Ensuring cognitive engagement

Cognitive engagement centres on creating the conditions for students to put forth
a sufficient and sustained effort to persist in understanding a complex idea or solving
challenging, unstructured problems. To do so, teachers ensure appropriate levels of
challenge, embed* meaningful context and real-world connections, facilitate first-hand
experiences, work with multiple approaches and representations, and nurture*
students’ metacognition. Cognitive engagement can seem enigmatic*, as it is difficult
to observe. Teachers must carefully consider where students are in their learning
alongside the cognitive load of learning opportunities. They accordingly fluidly adapt
their role in terms of scaffolding* and stretching student thinking, all the while
carefully attending to how they also support students’ ability to reflect on and manage

their learning.

Crafting quality subject content*

Quality subject content focuses on building a deep understanding of subjects —
from the subject’s core ideas and skills to a critical eye of how to apply these. Teachers
ensure quality subject content by crafting explanations and expositions, providing clear,
accurate, and coherent contents, making connections, and interrogating® the nature of
the subject. Its complexity hinges upon* understanding, on the one hand, how to look
backwards to students’ prior learning to build sound, robust* understanding that lasts,
but also how to look outwards to ensure that connections and patterns are in the subject

matter are steadily built and enriched.
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Providing social-emotional support

Social-emotional support focuses on nurturing a supportive classroom climate and
building positive relationships that are conducive* to learning. It is also though* about
furthering students’ social-emotional development, with teachers explicitly teaching

social-emotional skills and providing opportunities for students to actively practise
these skills. (H78&)

Fostering classroom interaction

Teachers facilitate high-quality interactions in the classroom through questions
and responses, organizing opportunities for students to collaborate, and whole-class
discussions. The complexity for teachers lies in establishing clear routines, balancing

teacher and student agency, ensuring an equitable environment of interaction.

Using formative assessment® and feedback

Formative assessment and feedback is the ongoing process of teachers carefully
evaluating and guiding students’ progress through setting learning goals, diagnosing®*
student learning, providing feedback, and adapting to student thinking. Teachers must
be attentive to the complex demands of choosing the best timing for different practices
and attending to individual needs in large and diverse classrooms, all the while

ensuring that students have agency to also steer their learning.
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