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It is the intellectual responsibility of teachers — or any honest person — to try to tell the truth.
That is surely uncontroversial®. It is a morally required that one finds out and tells the truth as
(l)best they can, about things that matter, to the right audience. However, it is a waste of time to
speak truth to power, in the literal sense of these words, and the effort can often be a form of self-
satisfaction. It is a waste of time, in my view, and a pointless pursuit to speak truth to Henry
Kissinger”, or to the CEQ* of AT&T?, or to others who exercise power in overly forceful
institutions — for the most part they already know the truth. Let me qualify what I just said. If
and when people who exercise power in their institutional roles disassociate themselves from
their institutional settings and become human beings, moral agents, then they may join everyone
else. But in their roles as people who use their power too much, they are hardly worth
addressing. It is a waste of time. It is no more worth speaking truth to power than to the worst
tyrants* and criminals, who are also human beings, however terrible their actions. To speak truth
to power is not a particularly honorable vocation.
One should seek out an audience that matters. In teaching, it is the students. They should not
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be seen merely as an audience but as a part of a community of common concern in which one

hopes to participate constructively. We should be speaking not ( A ) but ( B ). That is
second nature to any good teacher, and it should be to any writer and intellectual as well. A good

(3
teacher knows that the best way to help students learn is to allow them to find the truth by

themselves. Students don’t learn by a mere transfer of knowledge, consumed through rote

memorization and later regurgitated*. True learning comes about through the discovery of truth,

not through the imposition of an official truth. That never leads to the development of independent

and critical thought. It is the obligation of any teacher to help students discover the truth and not

to suppress information and insights that may be embarrassing to the wealthy and powerful
people who create, design, and make policies about schools.

The goal of education, to shift over to Bertrand Russell*, is “to give a sense of the value of
things other than domination,” to help create “wise citizens of a free community,” to encourage a
combination of citizenship with liberty and individual creativeness, which means that we recard a

4
child as a cardener recards a voung tree, as something with a certain intrinsic nature, which will

develop into an admirable form, civen proper soil and air and licht, Russell called this

“humanistic conception,” with its roots in the Enlightenment*, the idea that education is not to be
viewed as something like filling a vessel with water but, rather, assisting a flower to

grow ( C ).

- 1 — Chomsky on Mis-Education by Noam Chomsky. Copyright © 2000 by The Diane
Chomsky Irrevocable Trust, Aviva Chomsky and Eric R. Menoyo, trustees,
published by Rowman & Littlefield. Used by permission of Bloomsbury
Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.




(Hi#2) Noam Chomsky (2004) Chomsky on MisEducation. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.
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1. What books John has written are not certain.

2. Tt used to be a lot of tourists around here, but not anymore.

3. She is owing her success to good luck more than to ability.

4. They demand that something be done about the problem.

5. It is probable that John is a musician, isn’t he?

6. She is necessary to do the work in a day.

7. Mary’s plans for studying abroad will depend on that she can get a scholarship.

8. He had the bad tooth pull out.

9. 1wish you won’t keep interrupting me.

10. The medicine has to be taken each eight hours.
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In 100 words or less, explain in English whether you would prefer to live in a small town or a

big city.



