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A Generous Educational System

| grew with
the love and
dedication of
a woman who
was always

the great

inspiration for
all my future life: my mom. | have a strong
image of her working at home, helping us
with our school tasks, taking care of us and
being our mother and father at the same
time. Now, that | am trying to look for the
reasons why | am in Japan, one of the most
simple appears in my mind: | have always
had the strong influence of her looking for
what she really wanted in life. Japan was
not in my mind for me to visit some day.
Reasons like distance, money and obviously,
language were some of the obstacles to
think about it as a place where | could study
or even learn many interesting things. When
something is going to be given to someone,
nobody else will have it. Since | was a school
and university student | had the opportunity
to relate with people who planted on me the
great desire to learn as much as possible.
Studying in Japan has been one of those
great opportunities that life has given me,
not only to have a different idea of what |
knew about this country but also about the

rest of Asian countries.

Even since | arrived to this country, |
concentrated all my energies to discover
it. First, and the main reason for my trip,

the formal program | applied for:Teacher's

Joooddbood

9% o

Lilibeth
Velez Rivera
Colombia

goobogooao

Training Program.
It has given me
the chance to
understand how
is Japanese

Education is

and what it
makes it very famous all over the world.
Through the university teachers, | have
visited many schools that have helped me
to clarify and comprehend how the English
as a second language learning process is
in this developed country. | really hope | can
take into account all the interesting things
I have found here for the teaching-learning
process of my country. Second, and quite
related to my personal improvement, the
experience of all cultural manifestations
Japan has and can offer its visitors. | could
say that | have enjoyed Kyoto and some
other places as much as possible and | have
done a quantity of activities in order to get
a closer and enhanced idea of Japan and its
people. Now, | can understand better how
is this marvelous country and how are its

interesting and kind inhabitants are.

Great moments in life do not last forever
and soon the time to go back to my country
will arrive. My
soul has now
mixed feelings:
the immense
happiness
to see Laura

and Santiago,




my children, my
family, and terrible
sadness to leave
behind a country
that welcomed me
for a significant
time, some friends
that hand to hand

guided me for the
paths of the unforgettable experiences |
have lived here, to a culture that allows
me to understand it more. | am completely
sure, the Japanese people, my friends who
remain here or have already traveled to
their countries, have now a special place in
my heart that time will hardly erase. They
have left an unforgettable mark fed in my
heart with the no number of experiences,
knowledge and living time | was fortunate
and pride to catch for me and for the people
around me. Last but not least, | cannot leave
without thanking the Ministry of Education
of Japan as well as Kyoto University of
Education for giving me, a teacher of a third
world country, this great chance. | am not
sure if | will come back to Japan some day,
but if life gives me this opportunity again, |
would like to look for that significant past
that will be with me all my existence life on
earth.
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